Reclamation District No. 1607
VAN SICKLE ISLAND-SOLANO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
________________________________________________________________________

December 12, 2017


To all landowners on Van Sickle Island:

It has been an extremely difficult year for all of us on Van Sickle and I hope by now you are feeling a little better about getting the island put back together again.    Last year’s flood put a huge strain on our levees and our finances and it will take several years for us to catch up where we left off before the floods.  A special thank you needs to go out to the State of California, California Resource Corporation (the gas well operator on our island) and the seven landowners who combined by putting together $650,000 of cash to fund our levee repairs.  Since January of this year we have spent over $800,000 on repairs to get to the point where we are now.
I am writing this letter to let you know that though the winter has been mild thus far, we have some things to worry about over the next few months.  Our levees are freshly repaired and are minimally compacted. The amount of funding we were able to raise and the emergency work permits that we were granted only allowed us to bring our levees up to the preexisting conditions before the flood. Obviously, preexisting conditions weren’t good enough last year and may not be good enough this year if the weather patterns change for the worse.  Therefore, if the upcoming weather turns bad as it did last year, we could suffer the same fate if the water levels rise beyond our levees lowest points. We are doing what we can with minimal flood fighting funds to reinforce our weakest spots.
We will be facing our highest two tides of the year coming up in the last week of December through the first week of January, and during the last week of January into the first week of February.  These will be the first serious tests of our repaired levees.  In fact, there will be several periods of high water in January depending on rain runoff and barometric pressure drops. During these events, water will likely be up to the top of our levees in several places.  Without crying “wolf” I want to warn you that these next two months are critical in our island’s survival and I want you and all of your members to be alert and aware for any changing conditions.  Please inform me of any leaks or cracks that you may observe in the levees around you or if you notice a sudden rise in water level. 
Financially, we have no more funds to pump this year so I ask that you do not open any flood gates and just deal with the water levels that we have now and what level any rain will bring to us. Also keep your driving on the levees to a minimum especially during high tide periods. The levees are closed to street vehicles from Honker Bay, through Spoonbill Slough and all down the Sacramento River and the south side of Montezuma Slough south of the 4G ranch Duck Club (formerly ninelands) . The main entrance gate is now open so please just stay on the graveled levees if possible.  Please be wise as to the placement of your equipment as things can deteriorate rapidly and there may be no time to warn landowners in the event of a sudden levee failure.
I am trying to put together an emergency contact information system so I can broadcast immediate updates to you and your members if events warrant it.  I am asking that you circulate this letter to all of your members so that everyone is aware of the risks.  I am sending this letter to the landowners of record, for all 22 parcels on Van Sickle Island.  It is your responsibility to notify all of the members of your club about the situation and to help me compile an emergency call roster so I can send out texts and emails quickly. 
As the point of contact for your club, please send me by your best emergency email, and a list of members in your club that would like to be on our emergency email or call list.  I need at least one email and one emergency cell phone contact for each club but I will include anyone on the list that you send to me.  In addition, if you would like a digital copy of this letter please email a request to me and I will quickly send you a digital copy that you can forward to your members.

So again, please send the best email and emergency phone text contact for you and for any other member of your club via email to my address at chris@lanzafame.com.  Please do this as soon as possible as our first round of higher tides are quickly approaching.
In closing I would like to wish all of you a healthy and happy holiday season and hope that we fly through these winter months with no problems. Note: I have sent our call #222 due January, 1 2018 early in case anyone would like to send in their payment for a 2017 deduction instead of 2018.
Sincerely,

Chris Lanzafame

Secretary to the Board of Trustees.
________________________________________________________________________
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